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Upland cotton ginned in the United States prior to January 1 this season contained a large proportion of 
cotton in the medium and longer staples, according to the Department of Agriculture, Agricultural Market- 
ing Service. Cotton stapling 34 and longer comprised 82 percent of total ginnings compared with 65 per- 
cent a year earlier. Staple 35 alone accounted for close to one-half of this season's ginnings through 
the end of December. The White grades 31 and above represented 13 percent of ginnings, down from 19 per- 
cent in last year's crop. Grade 41, however, comprised two-fifths of total ginnings, about the same as 
last season. Fiber strength averaged 86,000 pounds per square inch compared with 85,000 a year ago. 
Cotton miking in the 3.5-4.9 range accounted for 78 percent of ginnings against 84 percent in last season's 
ginnings. 


Cotton stapling 36 and longer represented 13 percent of ginnings prior to January 1 this season, nearly 
twice as much as a year earlier. Cotton stapling 34 and 35 was equivalent to 69 percent of total ginnings 
against 58 percent last season. Nine percent of ginnings through December was in the two lengths 32 and 
33 compared with 14 percent in the same period a year ago. The lengths 31 and shorter also accounted for 
nine percent of ginnings, down sharply from the 22 percent in these shorter staples last season. The 
average staple was 34.3 thirty-seconds inches against 33.4 thirty-seconds a year ago. 


Grade 31 and higher White grades made up 13 percent of ginnings prior to January 1 this season, down from 
19 percent last season. Grade 41 was the most prevalent grade and accounted for 39 percent of ginnings 
against 40 percent a year ago. Seventy-eight percent of ginnings through December was in the White grades, 
the same percentage as a year earlier. The Light Spotted grades were equivalent to 19 percent of total 
ginnings compared with 20 percent in the previous season. The grade index of upland cotton ginned through 
December 31 was 91.1 (grade 31=100) compared with 92.4 a year earlier. 


Fiber strength test results show that cotton ginned prior to January 1 this season was stronger than a 
year earlier. The average was 86,000 pounds per square inch compared with 85,000 pounds last season. 

Cotton 90,000 pounds and stronger comprised 29 percent of this season's ginnings against 22 percent a 

year ago. 


The average mike of upland cotton ginned prior to January 1 this season was 4.2 compared with 4.4 in the 
corresponding period last season. Cotton miking 3.4 and below was equivalent to 14 percent of ginnings, 
up from five percent in last season's ginnings. Cotton in the 3.5-4.9 mike range accounted for 78 percent 
of total ginnings against 84 percent a year earlier. Hight percent of ginnings through December 31 miked 
5.0 and above compared with ten percent a year ago. 


The supply of upland cotton to January 1 this season (carryover plus ginnings ) totaled 14.2 million bales 
against 15.4 million bales a year earlier, a decrease of eight percent. The staple distribution shows 
that this season's supply of cotton stapling 34 and longer totaled 10.5 million bales compared with 9.7 
million bales last season. Supplies in the lengths 33 and shorter were 3.7 million bales, down from the 
5.7 million bales in last season's supply. Supplies of cotton in the White grades 41 and above totaled 
7.7 million bales, down from the 8.4 million bales a year earlier. There were 3.0 million bales of 

Light Spotted cotton in the supply compared with 3.1 million a year ago. Supplies of cotton in the 
Spotted and other Colored grades totaled 0.4 million bales, down from last season's supply of 1.0 million 


bales. 


Cotton ginned prior to January 1 this season totaled 10,604,000 running bales, according to the Bureau of 
the Census. This compares with 11,601,000 bales ginned prior to January 1 last season. Ginnings through 
December 31 were equivalent to about 93 percent of the indicated 1974 crop against 92 percent a year 
earlier. Cotton ginned in the December 15-31 period totaled 907,000 bales compared with 889,000 bales 


ginned in the same two-week period last season. 
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5-6. 


Table 8. Percentage of ginnings reduced in grade, by specified causes, 
prior to January 1 this season and last season, by states 1/ 













Grade reductions 





State Other causes Total reductions 
1974. 1973 1974 1973 1974 1973 

EGibr PCiGh Pct Pet. Pet. Pot. Pur Pet. 

North Carolina nS alah a 0.9 ORS (0) sal OnE Tee sees 
South Carolina 7 625 OFZ O88 * * 11.9 eS 
Georgia 3.9 Swe Ano ed * * Gre 5.9 
Florida Ze Cr 26 0.9 @) gal - 4.9 VAS 
Alabama 6.6 633 ORS 0.4 Or: * ro 6.7 
Mississippi 5.6 Ses ib eS) 0.9 Ore * Wiaee 9.2 
Tennessee Wie et/, ave 0.6 alee a 833 12.9 
Missouri 1.4 nS Ons OF2 * er, 3.0 
Arkansas 3.0 4.4 Ore 0) 52 * @)aak Se Ari, 
Louisiana SS Sie 7 0.9 1.5 * * 4.4 UAB 
Oklahoma 0.4 0.2 9.8 ils 7 - - Owe len) 
Texas DAs Ors 9.2 Lee © OF * 9.9 18 .4 
New Mexico i ole} ORD Ze 7.4 Om On 4.4 See 
Arizona lO) eRe 2.0 2.0 @ait * So 4.8 
California Bio Sheil, One Or. * * 325 SO 
Other 4.1 bie Ons Ons - - 4.4 6-5 
United States Bre 4.2 38 4.5 Es * 720 8.7 





Ay Data for current season are preliminary. 
. Less than 0.05 percent. 


Table 9. American Pima cotton ginned in the United States, by grade and staple 1/ 












Grade 
a December 1-31 Season through December 31 
Grade Bales Bales Pct. Pct. Bales Bales rot. (Pct. 
il (10) - - - - - - - - 
2 (20) ov7 8 Le * 2,166 8 S.6 
3 (30) 18,199 2,025 S25 7.9 337335 5,908 55.9 6.3 
4 (40) 13 ,160 19,944 ye omen | 20,284 42 ,345 34.0 °59..7 
5 (50) 1,746 7,457 BOn eae 25557 17,852 4554 25.2 
6 (60) 366 1,708 lel oa 426 4,020 ONd Dai 
Zz (70) 556 301 16 0.9 556 523 0.9 0.7 
8 (80) 198 117 0.6 0.4 198 ten 0.3 0.2 
9 (90) 103 18 0.3 Onl 103 67 Ose 0.1 
10 (00) 30 39 Qed On 30 39 O.1 0.2 
Total 34,735 B25 117 00.0) 800.0 59,655 70,893 100.0 100.0 
Staple Code 
40 and shorter 20 10 Ome * 20 10 * * 
42 1,075 536 aren LZ 1,100 608 1.8 0.9 
44 32,654 28,610 94.0 89.1 55 ,280 60 ,387 O25). 165.2 
46 986 2,961 ene 9.2 S255 9,888 5 me ele.o 
48 and longer - - - - - - - - 
Total 34,735 82,117) 61002012200.0 59,655 70,893 100.0 100.0 





a/ Data for current season are preliminary. 
* Tess than 0.05 percent. 


AO. 


Table 10. Percentage distribution of micronaire readings for American Pima ginnings 
prior to January 1 this season and last season, by states aay, 


















State 
Readings Arizona Dee nerece 
1973 1974 1973 1973 
Percent Percent Percent Percent 

2.4 and below 2 Omak O23 es 2 = * * 
2.0 - Del - *, % = be * 
Zoo Oy al Ore OLS - - - Os OFA! 
Ciel 0.4 On, - Ons * - One O73 
258 0.8 flee On eS GES: oal O35 0.6 
2.9 AO 15.9 Vl es} Ors Ong 0.6 0.9 
Sm) ZnS 4.4 5 S50) ile, Oz2Z as 1.9 
Sin SiO Sen Sac bec 8 OS (aa 2.4 
Bi 4.2 8.8 ia TOFS See) OL F 4.0 Aree 
Biers Sel 9.8 6.4 1126 4.4 ale 4.8 516 
3.4 een 128 oes 9.9 Wee eRe) 6 642 
3.5 9.4 WA 5S W272 aes 8.6 ZS 9.1 6.6 
3.6 IOAe ISR! 9.7 14.2 wh 5.4 ee 8.9 
Saw LORS AO oa 1026 9.9 Za, Wa eS 8.4 
Sas 14.0 iS Oe © 55) 5S lela aS 9.6 
3.9 Bec iq Al Sr BES OS) 13.4 Oss 9.8 
4.0 O53 Src 6.5 3.9 9.3 iKayp, Ab Ora OS 7 
4.1 Deo eS 4.3 2.3 622 16.0 558 9.7 
ee 432 0.9 Bac ee/ Za IZeS Se 7.4 
Late 13 0.6 O57 0.8 6 623 1.4 320 
4.4 alee ©) One eS 0.4 4.0 Osis ZS 
4.5 0.4 Opel: 0.4 - OFZ 3 O.3 038 
4.6 - * - Ou - 0.4 = Onze 
Ae 7 * is = ea = Ok a * * 
4.8 - 0.1 te = = ; 
4.9 - - = - - - - - 
5.0 and above - = = ce = = = = 
nD 
mova ALCOKG, HOOe ©: 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 
a eee en ee ee Oe 
Average mike Sien7, Sly 'S; 320 aa) Sai7. 4.0 Set S50 


nda y Ea 


1/ Data for current season are preliminary. 
* Less than 0.05 percent. 
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